THE LONG PARLIAMENT              175

accuseth no less than his Crimes. Neither will I excuse the
length of what I have said, because I cannot add to an
excuse, without adding to the Fault; or my own imperfec-
tions, either in the matter or manner of it, which I know
must appear the greater, by being compared with that
learned Gentleman's great Ability, who hath preceded me
at this time: I will only desire by the Command, and in the
behalf of the House of Commons, that these proceedings
against the Lord Finch, may be put in so speedy a way of
dispatch, as in such cases the course of Parliament will
Allow."J

In the event, the Lords sent back a message to the
Commons that they had taken into consideration the charges
against the late Keeper of the Great Seal; but having
received intimation that he was not to be found, they had
ordered him into safe custody as soon as he could be dis-
covered. Finch remained in exile for eight years, after
which, having made abject submission, he was permitted to
return quietly to England.

Meanwhile, on the day after the formal impeachment of
Finch before the Lords, the King announced his pleasure
that the judges should henceforth hold office quamdiu se
bene gesserint, and no longer durante bene placito, Falk-
land's labours, though the immediate object of his attack
had fled into a miserable exile, had not been in vain. The
House of Commons recognised its debt to him, and on
14th January it was ordered by the House that " thanks be
rendered from the House to Mr. St. John and Mr. Whitlock,
the Lord Falkland and Mr. Hide for the great service they
have performed to the Honour of this House, and good of
the Commonwealth, in the transferring the business of the
ship-money and the other matters concerning the Liberty

1Rushworth, iv., 139 seq.cum
